A   HISTORY   OF    MEDICINE
he witnessed the first operation under ether in this country, per-
formed by Liston (p. 307), an experience which doubtless deeply
impressed him, though he did not refer to it in his letters. He
graduated M.B. in 1852 and also became a Fellow of the Royal
College of Surgeons. At this time he was keenly interested in
physiology.1 His paper, " On the Contractile Tissue of the Iris,55
confirmed and extended the observations of Professor Kolliker
of Wurzburg, who praised Lister's work. A second paper by
Lister, also published in the Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science
(1853), dealt with the muscular tissue of the skin, the pilomotor
fibres which cause " goose skin/9
Nevertheless he regarded physiology as the introduction to a
career of surgery, on which he had set his heart. " Physiology,"
he wrote, " is even more important to the surgeon than to the
physician."
Early Life in Edinburgh and Glasgow
His Professor of Physiology, William Sharpey (p. 277) suggested
that he could not do better than continue his surgical studies in
Edinburgh, and he supplied a letter of introduction to Professor
James Syme (p. 309), then the leading surgeon of Europe. So
Lister went to spend a month in Edinburgh ; he actually stayed
for seven years. In 1853 he became Syme's house surgeon, with
twelve dressers under him who affectionately regarded him as
" The Chief," a name which he retained throughout his career
(Plate Lxm). " I must not expect to be a Liston or a Syme,55 he
wrote to his father, " still I shall get on. Certain it is that I love
surgery more and more and ... I am honest and a lover of truth,
which is as important as anything*"
A year later R. J. Mackenzie, a brilliant young Edinburgh
surgeon, died of cholera while on service in the Crimea.2 Lister
was appointed to succeed him as Assistant Surgeon to the Royal
Infirmary and as Lecturer on Surgery in the Extra-Mural School.
He now established himself in practice in Rutland Street, and on
April 23,1856, he married Byrne's eldest daughter Agnes, although
in doing so he was obliged to sever his connection with the Quaker
community. During the next thirty-nine years, Lister owed much
to the devbtion and assistance of his wife. She acted as his secre-
tary, writing to his dictation for many hours at a stretch. She
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